1. Has Nightingale has lost its accreditation or is it in danger of doing so?
No. The BRN situation has nothing to do with accreditation. Nightingale College is institutionally accredited by the Northwest Commission on Colleges and Universities (NWCCU), and its programs are accredited by the NLN Commission for Nursing Education Accreditation (CNEA) and the Commission on Collegiate Nursing Education CCNE. For more information, visit our Accreditations and Affiliations page.
2. Are boards of nursing in other states holding testing applications as the California Board of Registered Nursing (BRN) is doing right now?
No. We’re aware of social media rumors about other state boards of nursing holding applications, but they are false. In Arizona, we are aware of one application being denied for reasons related to an individual case, not Nightingale’s curriculum. Rumors about boards of nursing in Georgia and Montana holding or denying applications are also false, although Nightingale is pursuing litigation in those states related to those boards’ rules regarding out-of-state schools and learners’ access to education.
3. Is Nightingale withholding information from the BRN?
Nightingale has responded to the BRN’s legally permissible requests. When this review began, the BRN initially asked Nightingale to apply for approval as an in-state school. Nightingale declined because (a) the BRN may not require an out-of-state school to apply for in-state approval, (b) questions that fall outside the BRN’s purview of course equivalency review are irrelevant, and (c) in-state school status would give the BRN power to regulate Nightingale–potentially including enrollment limitations that could severely curtail the number of California learners who could benefit from nursing education.
4. Did Nightingale take money from learners knowing that their program did not satisfy California’s requirements?
No. Nightingale relies on published regulatory requirements for licensure and licensure precedent of graduates in each state and regularly maps its curriculum against these standards to determine equivalency. The BRN has not published new regulations, and nearly 2,000 graduates have become licensed in California over the last several years. With no notice, the BRN began holding ATT applications in 2026. The College had no way of knowing this would happen in advance and no way to prepare. Even now, the BRN still has not officially identified deficiencies that would indicate that Nightingale does not meet its requirements and would allow the College to provide a path for graduates to make up contested hours.
5. Is Nightingale trying to avoid meeting the BRN’s requirements?
With learners spanning the country, we work hard to ensure we meet state regulations throughout the nation. We review our curriculum regularly, mapping it to published state regulations, so learners can access nursing education wherever they live. Sometimes, this requires adjusting our curriculum and placements. For example, for years California has required courses (microbiology and communication) not required of learners in other states. We offer these courses to learners and make sure they are aware of these requirements. Other states require training in certain specialty areas (such as dementia), which are assigned to learners to complete.

We’re happy to meet state requirements whenever it’s possible for us to do so because we’re committed to helping our learners and graduates achieve licensure. However, when a board of nursing prevents our graduates from obtaining licensure using illegal criteria and also doesn’t provide an officially stated means for them to clearly identify and complete these requirements, we will intervene.  
